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HARMONIZING STATE LAWS 

most glaring faults of our peculiar American system. But the legal profession 
is proverbially 'conservative,' and its progress is very slow." R. H. G. 

"The Law's Delay." — The committee on Judicial Procedure of the Law 
Association of Philadelphia has had under consideration for some time the 
subject of delay in the trial cases in the county court with a view to suggesting 
limitation and has prepared a report in which a comparison is made of the time 
required for reaching a case in Philadelphia with that in several other cities. 
In Philadelphia the time varies from one to three years, but after a case has 
been ordered on the list another year passes before it comes to trial. In New 
York the time required is from one and one-half to two years in ordinary cases, 
three to six months in cases preferred by law ; in Brooklyn one and one-half 
to two years ; in Chicago three months in the Municipal Court and one year in 
the county courts ; in St. Louis from three to six months ; in Boston from six 
months to two years; in Baltimore from four to eight months; in Cleveland and 
Buffalo, one year ; in San Francisco, thirty days ; in New Orleans, two to five 
months. The committee favors an increase in the number of judges of the 
Common Pleas Courts. The report goes on to say: 

"Jury trials are held in New York during thirty-six weeks of the year, in 
Brooklyn during thirty-nine weeks, in Chicago during forty weeks, in St. Louis 
during twenty-five weeks, in Boston twenty-six weeks, in Baltimore thirty-seven, 
in Cleveland thirty-six, in Cincinnati thirty weeks, in Buffalo thirty-two weeks, 
in San Francisco every week, and in Philadelphia twenty-one weeks. This 
figure in Philadelphia is based upon the practice until recently. Several of the 
courts have added some weeks this winter to their jury periods, though we 
understand it is not yet decided that the addition shall be permanent. 

"It seems," says the committee, "that the number of hours of jury trials 
ought to be increased either by adding to the number of judges or adding to the 
number of weeks of jury trials in each year, or by lengthening the court day 
or by some combination of the foregoing." 

The committee will present a resolution for the consideration of the asso- 
ciation to the effect that the judges be requested to sit till 3:30 o'clock each day, 
with a half-hour recess for lunch. R. H. G. 

Harmonizing State Laws.— A number of prominent lawyers in New 
York City are. organizing an "American Academy of Jurisprudence" for the 
purpose of taking action toward the harmonization of the legal systems of the 
several states. It is understood that the leading idea of the organization is to 
compile and publish a monumental work which may hope in time to acquire 
legally quotable authority as a national or interstate code. Its value to Amer- 
ican civilization will depend upon the common sense of the men who do the 
work. It is to be hoped that the organization will mobilize the law and set it 
free from mere words and forms ; that it will place the emphasis upon living 
principles rather than upon dead precedents. 

A fund of $100,000 is to be raised to carry on the work of the academy. 
Among those who are mentioned as actively interested in the plan are Joseph 
H. Choate, Senator Elihu Root, Former Judge John M. Dillon, ex-president 
of the American Bar Association; Alton B. Parker, Thomas G. Jones, former 
governor of Alabama; James DeWitt Andrews, Former Judge Peter S. Gross- 
cup of Chicago, Eugene Prussing of New York and L H. Alexander of Phil- 
adelphia. R.H.G. 
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